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Introduction 

 

The  financial  services  industry  across  the  globe  is 

undergoing  strategic  transformation  as  the  focus  shifts 

from  short  term  profitability  to  long  term  success.  The 

sustainability  challenge  i.e.  embedding  environmental, 

social, economic and financial aspects in the organisation’s 

DNA  is  now  increasingly  recognised  as  the  most  critical 

challenge that the financial institutions face today.  

 

In  these  times  of  historic  change,  when  the  increasing  regulations,  growing  competitive  pressures,  widespread 

digitisation, volatile market conditions and rising environmental and social concerns are reshaping financial industry’s 

landscape  across  the  continents,  there  is  a  need  for  stakeholders  to  come  together  and  jointly  address  the 

sustainability challenge. 

 

The Conference 

 

The overall objective of the Global Sustainable Finance Conference is to contribute in sustainability transformation of 

the  financial  services  industry  by  providing  an 

international  forum  to  key  stakeholders  from  across  the 

world  for  sharing  knowledge  and  experiences  and  for 

working  together  for  a  strong,  fair,  safe  and  resilient 

financial services industry that works in harmony with the 

natural environment.  

 

The conference aims to address the following areas. 

This global forum was launched in 2011 by EOSD1 

and  ADFIAP2  in  cooperation  with  the  City  of 

Karlsruhe  under  the  auspices  of  the  World 

Federation  of  Development  Finance  Institutions 

(WFDFI)3 and was endorsed by the United Nations 

Environment Program Financial Institutions (UNEP 

FI)4. 

1EOSD is a specialized organisation for developing and executing sustainability strategies, projects, programs and initiatives that contribute in implementing the EU 

strategy for sustainable development. │ 2ADFIAP is the focal point of all development banks and other financial institutions engaged in the financing of sustainable 

development in the AsiaPacific region. It has 131 memberinstitutions in 45 countries. │ 3WFDFI is the global focal point for institutions providing and promoting 

sustainable development  finance.  It has 328 memberinstitutions  in 154 countries and  territories around the world. │  4UNEP FI  is a platform associating United 

Nations and the financial sector globally. It is based in Geneva, Switzerland. 

 

 
Environmental Change 
» Global warming, loss of biodiversity and unprecedented natural disasters  

» How environmental  change  is  causing  financial  and  reputational  risks  for 

banks,  other  financial  intermediaries  and  public  and  private  equity 

investors! 

 

 

The Unfolding Challenges 
Resource  shortages,  growing  social  discontent,  changing  regulatory 

environment,  fierce  competition,  fast  track  digitisation,  high  volatility  in 

markets  and  other  global  issues  that  are  changing  the  way  financial 

institutions operate 

 

 

Stepping Back  

A Look at the BIG 

Picture   

Global Issues that are ReGlobal Issues that are ReGlobal Issues that are Re---Shaping Financial Services SectorShaping Financial Services SectorShaping Financial Services Sector   



 
 

 

 

The Paradigm Shift  

A New Mindset│ » From short term profit orientation to long term success 

 

From Intention to Action 

Beyond Green │ » Putting sustainability at the heart of corporate  

governance and positioning financial institutions as one of the leading 
partners in achieving global sustainable development goals 

 

From Corporate Philanthropy to Business Case 

Future Proofing │» Securing future market position by cutting costs and 
environmental footprint, reducing risks, responding to the changing  

market demands and benefiting from the emergence of the low carbon and green economy  

 
 
 

The Way Forward │ Building a Green and Resilient Financial Services IndustryThe Way Forward │ Building a Green and Resilient Financial Services IndustryThe Way Forward │ Building a Green and Resilient Financial Services Industry   

Embracing 

Sustainability 

�� Discuss current issues impacting the financial services industry  

�� Examine effective strategies and practices to mainstream sustainability in the financial institutions  

�� Share knowledge and experiences and discuss new ideas with practitioners, peers and other 

stakeholders and get feedback 

�� Identify new business opportunities in emerging green industries 

�� Showcase green project financing and present initiatives for Sustainable and Responsible 

Financing and Investments 

�� Provide networking opportunities with like minded people from around the world for exploring 

cooperation opportunities and building synergies with institutions represented at the conference 

�� Innovations in financing for large scale projects 

�� Innovations in SME finance 

�� Innovations in microfinance, financial inclusion and rural finance 

�� Financing and investing in the fields of sustainable energy, green realestate, biotechnology, 

organic agriculture, sustainable infrastructure and projects that contribute in our transformation 

to sustainable economy 

As a platform where stakeholders with diverse backgrounds and from all over the world get together, 
the conference also aims to serve as a truly global, productive and proactive forum to:  

Creating Shared Value Creating Shared Value Creating Shared Value │││ Financing and Investing for a Sustainable Future Financing and Investing for a Sustainable Future Financing and Investing for a Sustainable Future   



 
  

  

The Global Sustainable Finance Conference 2014 is a multistakeholder conference. In addition to a gathering 
of senior executives from financial institutions, the conference also brings together all the other major stake
holders under one roof. 
 

Policy Makers & Regulators  
 
The Global Sustainable Finance Conference is an international forum that also provides policy makers,           
regulators and other relevant stakeholders an opportunity to: 
 
�� Discuss laws and legislative framework needed for accelerating sustainable development  
 
�� Examine the critical role of financial services sector in putting existing sustainable development policies 

and strategies into action 
 
�� Deliberate on changes needed in the regulatory environment to make it more conducive for sustainable 

finance and investments 
 

Private Equity and Venture Capital Specialists 
 
The Conference provides the members of equity and venture capital companies an opportunity to: 
 
�� Gain valuable insight on how sustainability transformation is impacting equity and venture capital industry 
 
�� Explore business opportunities in fast growing GreenTech industry 
 
�� Present success stories on investment in fast growing sector of environmental technologies and get inter

national recognition 
 
�� Debate on investment opportunities and challenges in ecofriendly technologydriven world 
 
�� Network with peers and other stakeholders from all over the world and build global partnerships 
 



 
  

  
Green Technology Specialists  

 
The role of green technologies in enabling the transition to an environmentally sustainable economy is            
considered vital by many governments and societies. As a result, the sector is experiencing colossal growth and 
the value of global greentech market is expected to touch US$ 4 trillion by 2020. The financial services industry 
and investors are now closely looking at this emerging and promising sector and taking special initiatives to 
serve the rising green technology enterprises around the globe. 
 
As a result of these developments, a selected number of green companies with economically viable,               
technologically feasible and environmentally sound projects and products are invited to join the Global            
Sustainable Finance Conference to: 
 
�� Examine the world of sustainable finance and green capital raising 
 
�� Showcase green businesses and projects 
 
�� Promote financing and investments in the emerging green sectors 
 
�� Advocate for creating conducive regulatory and market environment that is conducive for the growth of 

green technology industry 
 
�� Share knowledge, information and good practices in the field of green technology finance and investments 
 
�� Network with a range of stakeholders and build global partnerships 

 
Academic Community 

 
This conference brings together academics with practitioners to: 
 
�� Connect theory and practice in the field of sustainable finance and investments 
 
�� Provide a platform to learn from each other and share best practices 
 
�� Discuss how sustainability challenge is changing the financial sector and examine the environmental and 

social risk in finance and investments 
 
�� Deliberate on effective initiatives that are required to develop and manage human capital for sustainable 

economy 
 
�� Explore opportunities for collaborative research and build networks 
 
 

Other Stakeholders 
 

GSFC is a multistakeholder international platform to discuss how financial sector needs to respond to the        
unprecedented changes that are reshaping the economic and financial landscape globally. It brings together all 
those who are interested in the topic of boosting initiatives to achieve a lowcarbon, highly resourceefficient, 
socially just, greener and a more sustainable world.  



In addition to discussing the key issues shaping financial sector and 
economy, the conference will also feature best practices and           
examples of institutions committed to sustainable development.  
 
The Karlsruhe Sustainable Finance Awards will be presented by the 
City of Karlsruhe to the financial institutions and organizations that 
have distinguished themselves through outstanding contributions to 
the field of sustainable finance.  
 

There are three categories of awards: 
 

 
 

 
 
 

 
 

 
For more information or for sending your entries for The Karlsruhe Sustainable Finance Awards 2014, please visit: 
http://eosd.org/en/ksfa.html.  

Best Innovation in Sustainable Financial Products & Services  

Outstanding Sustainable Project Financing  

Outstanding Business Sustainability Achievement 

Rewarding Financial Institutions │ Advancing Sustainable DevelopmentRewarding Financial Institutions │ Advancing Sustainable DevelopmentRewarding Financial Institutions │ Advancing Sustainable Development   

Establishing Enduring Linkages │ Networking for Innovative Financial SolutionsEstablishing Enduring Linkages │ Networking for Innovative Financial SolutionsEstablishing Enduring Linkages │ Networking for Innovative Financial Solutions   

One of the most important objectives of the conference is to provide opportunities to the delegates for networking 

and connecting with the major stakeholders and innovators in the field of sustainable finance. It is an occasion to 

meet practitioners and peers from a diverse range of backgrounds and to help create synergy among those who are 

committed to advance sustainable development.  

 

The conference is also an opportunity for the attendees to actively shape the Global Sustainable Finance Network 

(GSFN) which is a voluntary membership based global initiative 

that brings together financial institutions and other stakeholders 

committed to the advancement of sustainable finance. 

 

GSFN envisions a thriving, preeminent global community of   

financial institutions and other stakeholders working together 

for projects, programs and activities that are socially beneficial, 

environmentally responsible and economically viable. It           

promotes sustainable finance through initiatives that provide 

growth opportunities to members, enhance their capacities,    

foster innovation and bring together stakeholders to promote a 

model financial services industry that is based on sustainable 

practices. 

 

For more information regarding membership and about how you can contribute and benefit from the growing         

network of institutions from across the globe, you are welcome to contact via email (mail@eosd.org) or visit:  

http://eosd.org/en/gsfn/gsfn.html.  



Who should attend?Who should attend?Who should attend?   

 

Chief Executives, Board Directors and Senior Officials of: 

Development Financing Institutions; Commercial Banks; 

SME Banks; Micro Finance Institutions; Leasing Companies; 

Equity and Venture Capital Firms; Asset Management 

Companies; and Insurance Corporations  

Financial and Economic Policy Makers, Senior Officials of 

Central Banks, Regulatory Authorities and Government 

Organisations  

Representatives of International Development Agencies and 

Regional & Multilateral Financial Institutions 

Academic Community and Research Scholars 

Economists, Financial Auditors and Members of relevant 

Professional Bodies 

Clean Development Mechanism (CDM) Project Managers, 

Carbon Traders, Risk Management Professionals, Research 

Analysts, Fund Managers, Strategic Planning and Financial 

Specialists and Investment Advisors 

Senior Members of Business Associations, Chambers of 

Commerce and Industries, Energy Agencies and Authorities 

Private & public equity investors and businesses with focus 

on technological solutions, products and services that help 

our transformation to low carbon and sustainable economy 

Investment Promotion Bodies 

Environmental Management and Sustainable Development 

Practitioners 

All those engaged or interested in sustainable development, 

innovations in financial services sector and in the 

emergence of the green economy 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Join the Global 
Forum and 

Shape the Future 
of Financial 

Services Industry  



The conference will take place in the city of Karlsruhe in Germany. It is located on the Rhine River between the 

mountains of the Palatinate, the Vosges and the world renowned Black Forest.  

 

Karlsruhe enjoys excellent air, rail and road links. Frankfurt International Airport, which is one of the world’s largest 

airports, is just an hour away by direct train. The city is at the intersection of the major Autobahn (German motorway) 

A5 HamburgKarlsruheBasel A6/A8 (Paris).  

 

It is a cultural center and home to several museums including the largest cultural history museum in the region. 

Karlsruhe is also known for innovation and technology, strong economic base, German Justice (home to Germany’s 

highest courts) and above all for being a “Green City”.  

   2Day Conference | 12
th

 to 13
th

 of June 2014 

   

   09:15  17:00 Hours | After 17:00 Hours: Dedicated Networking Hour followed by GetTogether & Dinner 

   The Karlsruhe Sustainable Finance Award Ceremony will be held at 1800 Hours on the 12
th

 of June 2014 

 

   Optional:  

   Excursion/ informal get together on the 14
th

 of June 2014 

 

 

     For registration details, please contact via  

 

Email: mail[at]eosd.org and sustainability[@]etechgermany.net 

Fax: 0049721 476 89 53 

LocationLocationLocation   

When?When?When?   

RegistrationRegistrationRegistration   


